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Founded by Roch Bozino 
in 2005, Java Films rapidly 
established itself as one of 
Europe’s leading independent 
distributors, providing pre-
sales and distribution for 
documentaries. We pride 
ourselves on our strong , 
personal relationships with 
our producers and clients 
and place this at the centre of 
everything we do. 

At Java, we’re passionate 
about stories that explain the 
big issues of tomorrow. We 
only work with non-fiction and 
specialise in current affairs 
investigations, human rights, 
history and environmental 
films. Our boutique feature 
department takes on 6 – 8 
feature documentaries a year, 
while our TV department works 
with approximately 60 – 80 
titles per year.

Our priority is to ensure that 
our films are widely seen and 
accessible to everyone. 		
To that end, Java is divided 

into three departments, which 
work closely together. Our 
festival department focuses 
on securing suitable premieres 
and a long , non-theatrical run 
for our films. This typically 
runs for 12 – 36 months and 
is made up of both festival, 
non-theatrical and company 
screenings. Our digital 
department concentrates on 
placing films on all types of VOD 
platforms, as well as managing 
social media marketing and 
working with designers and 
outreach teams to create 
suitable artwork and visual 
assets. Meanwhile, our sales 
department works on securing 
TV broadcasts, educational 
deals and inflight sales, through 
output deals and detailed 
market knowledge. 

In  2024, our documentaries 
could be seen at 120 screenings 
and 115 festivals around the 
world, winning 24 awards and 4 
special mentions.
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For centuries, Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan, 
Malaysia, Brunei and China have disputed 
territories in the South China Sea. But China’s 
claims of overriding sovereignty over the entire 
sea, supported by annexations and aggressive 
military patrols, has turned the Sea into a global 
hotspot. 

On a deserted beach in the North of the 
Philippines, 200 heavily armed Marines train 
alongside Filipino soldiers.  Never have the 
tensions between the Philippines and Beijing been 
so high and the United States is pulling out all the 
stops to prove they are ready  to repel a Chinese 
invasion.

According to international law, the Scarborough 
Shoal belongs to the Philippines. But in 2012, 
China illegally seized it and prohibited access to 
outsiders. Since then, Filipino fishermen have 

been regularly harassed and attacked. We join a 
coast guard patrol and are soon surrounded by 
Chinese militias. They attack with water cannons  
and ram the patrol boat, damaging its navigation 
equipment. It’s a move that could have easily 
killed the crew but attacks like this are regular 
occurrences.

At the heart of these disputes are the Spratly 
Islands, an archipelago of islets and coral 
reefs, disputed by six countries. China has 
already annexed seven of the Spratly reefs and 
transformed them into military bases. 

In Taiwan, the pressure is mounting. Xi Jinping 
has officially announced that the island is an 
‘inalienable’ part of China and in Taipei, they are 
now planning for a possible military invasion: “I 
feel very scared” confides one woman. “China is 
nearby and there is always a threat.”

South China Sea: 
The Next Global 
Flashpoint? 

2025 - 55 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Sable Rouge

Directors: Hervé Bouchaud & Solomon 
Kane

Commissioner: M6 

new releases
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Teenagers who are connected to their 
smartphones for more than five hours a day are 
66% more likely to suffer suicidal symptoms than 
those who use it for just one hour a day. Faced 
with the ever-more-powerful tech giants, like 
Meta, Tiktok, Snapchat, X and Discord, how can 
we protect children and their childhood? 

For the first time in history, state legislators and 
parents in the USA and Europe are joining forces 
to fight the digital giants. Among them are five 
women who have chosen to turn their daily lives 
upside down to fight back against the Big 5: 
Alexis, Elisabet, Sofia, Laure and Socheata. 

Alexis, a victim of screen addiction, is determined 
to make her voice heard. She was among the first 
to take Meta to court, accusing

it of “inciting suicide”. Today she is part of a 
collective of 1,200 families. Elisabet is a mother 
of three. From her Catalan village, she raised a 
veritable army in just a few days. Over 10,000 
parents joined her WhatsApp group to fight 
for a ‘phone-free youth’. As a result, Catalonia 
has banned smartphones in schools.Sofia is a 
psychiatrist and pioneer in the treatment of screen 
addiction in children, some are as young as seven. 
Socheata has been involved in the fight ever since 
her son was manipulated by an internet predator. 
She works alongside cybercrime police officers 
to track down pedophiles. Laure is a lawyer  
determined to change the laws that protect the 
Big 5.  

Through the struggles of these women, we discover  
the extent to which digital control has become a 
major public health issue threatening the very lives 
of our children.

The Social Trap: 
5 Women vs
the Big 5 

2024 - 80 & 55 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Babel Doc
Director: Élisa Jadot
Commissioner: France 5

Since their clandestine ordinations on a boat 
on the Danube in 2002, Catholic women priests 
have challenged the Vatican to denounce its 
misogyny. For the first time, women priests 
have succeeded in obtaining a dialogue with the 
Vatican, prompting cardinals and Pope Francis to 
take a stand on the forbidden subject of women’s 
ordination.

We follow three committed women in their 
quest to change doctrine. Jacqueline Straub is 
a Swiss theologian who feels a real vocation to 
be a priest. She has been writing relentlessly to 
successive popes for fifteen years, pleading for 
gender equality in the Church and for permission 
to be ordained. Christina Moreira was ordained in 
catacom, following in the footsteps of the Danube 
“clandestine ordinations” which have seen the 
emergence of over 300 women priests worldwide. 

Despite being excommunicated, she continues to 
exercise her priesthood in her Spanish community. 
Meanwhile, across the Atlantic, Myra Brown, an 
African-American priest, heads a parish of 1,500 
faithful, defying prohibitions with unshakeable 
faith. 

Together, these women lead an investigation 
into the heart of the Vatican, the last bastion 
of institutional misogyny, defying centuries of 
tradition, revisiting sacred texts and dismantling 
the theological, political and cultural arguments 
behind this unjust ban. For them, the issue of 
female ordination is the first step towards wider 
change within the Church: opening priests up to 
marriage, combating gender discrimination and 
accepting homosexual unions. 

The Forbidden 
Call: Women 
Priests

2025 - 80 & 52 min - ENG, FR
Producers: Cinéphage & Clin d’Oeil

Director: Marie Mandy
Commissioner: ARTE
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The invasion of Ukraine changed everything for 
Russia’s Scandinavian neighbours. 200 years of 
neutrality, which had previously created a sense 
of stability, was replaced with NATO membership. 
Finland, Norway and Sweden are now preparing 
for the possibility of war.  Their citizens have 
been asked to stock up on water, tinned food and 
iodine tablets. 

All three countries share land borders with Russia. 
Stockholm is only 500 kilometres from the military 
base at Kaliningrad, the Russian enclave between 
Poland and Lithuania.  This proximity makes them 
fear an attack from the Russian giant, as they 
control highly strategic zones: the Baltic Sea and 
the Arctic. These countries, historically hostile to 
excessive militarization, have, in the space of a 
few months become Europe’s bridgehead against 
Russian imperialism.  

Sweden, Finland and Norway have decided to 
create a common military corridor crossing their 
territories in the Arctic, a strategic region likely to 
harbor 13% of the world’s oil reserves and 30% of 
its undiscovered natural gas. A region that is now 
increasingly accessible thanks to the accelerating 
melting of the ice, which is also opening up new 
shipping lanes. 

For Norway in particular, this represents a 
paradigm shift. Before the outbreak of war in 
Ukraine, the mayors of the country’s north had 
created strong links between their municipalities 
and Russia, which wanted to open up a route to the 
Arctic.

Scandinavia: The 
New Cold War

2025 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Babel Doc
Director: Lauriane David
Commissioner: M6

A wave of gang violence and shootings in Sweden 
has taken everyone by surprise. The country now 
has one of the highest per capita rates of gun 
violence in the EU, with young teenagers being 
recruited as hitmen in ongoing gang wars. How 
did it come to this? 

In Sweden, children aged 15–17 can only be 
sentenced to a maximum of four years in closed 
youth care for murder. Children under the age of 15 
cannot be prosecuted and, as a result, gangs target 
young teenagers. They start as young as eight or 
ten, acting as lookouts and guarding arms, before 
moving on to sell drugs and to work as killers for 
hire. Jobs are advertised online and Sweden’s 
open culture – which allows for sensitive personal 
information like people’s addresses, salaries and 

who they live with to be published online – means 
it is very easy to track down targets.

We hear from teen hitmen who describe the 
process of their recruitment and how they felt 
alienated by Swedish society. “Swedes look at us 
differently because we are Arabs …. White people 
can have what they want,” explains one. 

And yet, there are also those trying to help: “A lot 
of the time, we forget that they are kids. A lot of 
the ones who get into the lifestyle are also getting 
manipulated and abused by adults selling them a 
dream that is not true.”

This documentary explores the hidden stories 
behind the hostile face of Sweden’s criminal gangs. 

Sweden’s Gang 
Violence

2025 - 52 min - ENG
Producer: TV3 Catalonia

Director: Raül Gallego Abellán
Commissioner: TV3
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This is the story of a border between two worlds 
that have nothing in common. Two states sharing 
the same territory: the Caribbean island of 
Hispaniola. To the east, the Dominican Republic, 
an El Dorado for tourists from all over the world. 
To the west, Haiti, the poorest country in the 
northern hemisphere. Since its president, 
Jovenel Moïse, was assassinated three years ago, 
Haiti has been in the hands of gangs. Insecurity 
and poverty have thrown thousands of Haitians 
onto the streets, with just one goal in mind: to flee 
to the Dominican Republic. 

Although the Haitian-Dominican Republic border 
is officially closed, it has become the epicentre of 
a large-scale human trafficking operation - one 
of the most lucrative industries in the region. 
Smugglers bribe the police to look the other way 
and hundreds of illegal immigrants cross the 

border every day. We join one group making the 
crossing.

Once in the Dominican Republic, Haitians become 
slave laborers who keep the country’s economy 
going. For $2 a day, they cut sugarcane plants 
and cram into miserable shacks. Haitian workers 
account for 90% of the workforce on sugarcane 
and avocado plantations and 50% of construction 
and hotel workers. 

In 2013, the Court of Santo Domingo declared 
“children born in the country to foreign parents 
no longer had Dominican nationality”. Overnight, 
hundreds of thousands of Dominicans of Haitian 
origin found themselves treated as illegal aliens. 
Yolanda has lived in the Dominican Republic for 
ten years. All her children were born here. Since 
this decision, Yolanda and her children have been 
living illegally: it’s impossible for them to receive 
medical care or go to school. 

Hell’s Border: 
Haiti & the 
Dominican 
Republic

2025 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Kraken Films
Director: Michelle Fines
Commissioner: M6

Already more than 30 million people flee their 
villages, regions or countries every year because 
of climate change. By 2050, it’s estimated there 
will be between 200 million and 1 billion climate 
refugees. As extreme weather threatens the lives 
of hundreds of millions of people, how can the 
world best respond?

Faced with these migrations, the international 
community seems incapable of agreeing on 
defining new protection and compensation.  
Currently there is no clear definition of a ‘climate 
refugee’, and climate refugees are not covered by 
the 1951 Refugee Convention. The spectre of 

waves of unrestrained migration is brandished for 
populist purposes to justify the locking of borders.

But, in the absence of a global response, the 
countries and regions most affected by the 
climate change/migration problem are taking the 
initiative.

We explore these challenges through the prism of 
individual human stories and innovative initiatives 
in Asia, the Pacific and Latin America. In the long 
term, they could become models, well beyond 
their borders.

Climate 
Refugees: A 
Global Challenge

2025 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Babel Doc

Director: François-Xavier Trégan
Commissioner: ARTE
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Since 1991, Turkmenistan has been ruled by 
an equally bizarre and ruthless dictatorship. 
Much like North Korea, the heads of state wield 
absolute power and have the freedom to act on 
a whim. 

The Berdymukhamedov family has ruled 
Turkenistan for two generations. The capital, 
Ashgabat, is a monument to megalomania and 
listed as the world’s most expensive city. Every 
one of its buildings is constructed entirely of 
white marble, and only white cars are allowed on 
its pristine, deserted streets. The city holds the 
record for the largest star-shaped building, the 
largest horse-shaped stadium and the highest 
concentration of fountains.

Turkmenistan is famous for its countless absurd 
rules. There is a compulsory 11pm curfew and the 

country is scattered with museums and immense 
golden statues glorifying the Berdymukhamedov 
regime. The dictator delights in singing songs that 
he himself has composed praising the country. 
He also enjoys administering justice in public, like 
on national TV, where he appears humiliating and 
sentencing ministers accused of corruption.

To uncover the secrets of this reclusive 
dictatorship, we discreetly joined a tourist group. 
Behind the opulence lies a brutal regime that 
suppresses and threatens any opposition. Only a 
tiny minority have benefited from the country’s 
wealth, there is mass unemployment and extreme 
poverty.

Turkmenistan: 
The World’s 
Strangest 
Dictatorship?

2024 - 54 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Nova Productions

Directors: Ali Watani & Alexis Noé
Commissioner: M6

We delve into the hell that has become the daily 
lives of women in Afghanistan since the Taliban 
returned to power in August 2021.The Taliban 
have made Afghanistan the worst country in the 
world for women. Women are now banned from 
high school and university, excluded from most 
jobs, forbidden to travel alone,  wear make-up, 
show their faces or even to make their voices 
heard in public.

To show what life is like in this country, in the 
media’s blind spot, we take an ambitious twofold 
approach. Thanks to an extremely rare visa, we 
were able to film in Afghanistan to ostensibly 
promote Afghan tourist sites, like  the ruins of 
the famous Buddas of Bamyan,  dynamited by 
the Taliban themselves 20 years earlier and now 

promoted as a tourist attraction. But this was just 
a cover designed to show this country where no 
women are to be seen.

At the same time, secret footage shows the hidden 
face of Afghanistan: economic misery, rising 
depression and suicides. Several women across 
the country courageously agreed to film their 
daily lives on their cell phones, the last bastion 
of freedom.  By replacing their faces with AI 
generated  images, we protect their identites while 
retaining their humanity. 

The constant back-and-forth between official 
propaganda and an immersion in the women’s 
daily lives reveals  the reality of Afghanistan’s 
gender apartheid, unique in the world.

Being a Woman 
in Afghanistan: 
Hell on Earth

2025 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Yemaya Productions
Director: Axel Royer
Commissioner: M6
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Repressed for 40 years by Franco’s dictatorship, 
has Spain become Europe’s most progressive 
country, ahead of the Scandinavian countries? 

Sexual liberation, feminism, menstrual leave, 
gay marriage... Spain is at the vanguard in liberal 
reforms. Since the Socialists came to power 
in 2018, the country has adopted a series of 
progressive laws that have made headlines all 
over the world. Here a minor can begin the process 
of changing their sex from the age of 12. The 
“Ley Trans” is Europe’s most progressive law on 
LGBTIQ+ rights while another law, known as “solo 
sí es sí”,  established explicit consent as a rule in 
sexual relations and toughened penalties for rape 
and assault. These advances run counter to the 
image people have of the country as a Catholic, 
traditionalist, macho culture.

But, as demonstrated by the scandal surrounding 
Luis Rubiales, president of the Spanish Football 
Federation, and his forced kiss of world champion, 
Jenny Hermoso, clichés die hard, and are still 
very much with us. The ultra-Catholic Vox party 
and family movements, financed by a secret 
organisation from Mexico, are trying to counter 
the liberalisation of morals by every possible 
means. Even more worrying, Spain is currently 
experiencing an unprecedented upsurge in sexual 
assaults. 

On the one hand, the weight of history, religion and 
tradition. On the other, a desire to live freely and 
enjoy. 

Love & Sex
in Spain

2025 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Les Films de L’Odyssée
Director: Stéphane Rodriguez
Commissioner: M6

Israel’s actions since the start of the war in 
banning UNRWA and restricting the activities of 
NGOs and UN agencies helping Palestinians have 
been well publicised. But this policy of targeting 
aid organisations can be traced back years 
earlier.

In October 2021 Israel designated six West Bank 
Palestinian civil society organisations as terrorist 
organisations without any evidence. 

“I  didn’t understand what had happened”, 
explains Juana Ruiz, a 65 year-old Spanish aid 
worker who was arrested in April 2021, after 
25 Israeli soldiers stormed into her home 
and accused her of “belonging to an illegal 
organisation”.  She was imprisoned for nearly a 
year. Three months later , it was the turn of fellow 

health worker and nurse, 60 year old Shatha Odeh. 
She spent almost a year in illegal detention in 
Israeli prisons before being banned from providing 
health services to people. During her detention 
she lost about 20 kgs. “No one is safe here in 
Palestine”, she laments.

Ubai Aboudi is the director of a research NGO: his 
phone is hacked by Pegasus. Tahreer Jaber is the 
director of a women’s NGO: she and her family are 
threatened and harassed. All of them know they 
can be arrested at any time.

In this moving film, we hear from the aid workers 
targeted, arrested and imprisoned. How long can 
they continue carrying out their task of serving 
their people and defending human rights in 
Palestine?

Shrinking
Space

2025 - 76 & 52 min - ENG, SP
Producer: Fora de Quadre

Directors: Cristina Mora
& Norma Nebot
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For years, China has been accused of 
systematically persecuting the Uyghurs in 
Xinjiang. Through mass deportations, internment 
in so-called “reeducation” camps, forced 
abortions, and the destruction of cultural 
heritage, the Beijing regime has implemented a 
relentless policy of repression. 

Today, China claims that order has been restored 
in Xinjiang. That the region is thriving, and that it 
is open to tourism. But this new phase of Beijing’s 
plan is just as brutal as the previous ones. Under 
the guise of economic development, China is 
accelerating the sinicization of the region: Uyghurs 
are forced into labor, their traditions reduced to a 
mere folkloric show for Chinese visitors and their 
mosques either demolished or turned into tourist 
attractions.

This investigation by a leading specialist on the 
Uyghur crisis for over 25 years, collects harrowing 
testimonies from survivors, exiled activists, and 
international experts. Spanning China, Turkey, 
Kazakhstan, and Europe, it sheds light on the 
methods of repression and intimidation employed 
by Beijing, even beyond its borders, to silence any 
opposition.

With exclusive footage and in-depth analysis, 
this documentary unveils the extent of Xinjiang’s 
“Potemkinization”—a carefully orchestrated 
spectacle designed by the regime to disguise the 
eradication of an entire people and their religion 
and culture. 

The Uighur Crisis 
in Xinjiang: A 
Disappeared 
People

2025 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Tony Comiti Productions

Commissioner: M6

In March 2024, an Islamist commando group 
massacred 145 people in a concert hall on the 
outskirts of Moscow. The four assailants came 
from Tajikistan. For the past decade, this small 
ex-Soviet republic in Central Asia has been one of 
the main breeding grounds for jihadism. Why?

In a basic shack, an hour’s drive south of he capital, 
lives Gulrakat. Her home has neither running water 
nor electricity. Like more than a million young 
Tajiks, her son, Dalerdzhon Mirzoyev, migrated to 
Russia to find work. But in March 2024, Dalerdzhon 
was identified as the leader of the Moscow concert 
attack. Showing signs of obvious torture, he was 
paraded on television.  His mother still finds it hard 
to accept that her son became a jihadist. “How 
he could have fallen into this group, I don’t know. 
I think they tricked him because he doesn’t speak 
Russian well. Otherwise he would have understood 

the danger and been able to save himself.” Now 
she looks after his four young children, who will 
probably never see him again.

Tajikistan appears to be the new breeding ground 
for terrorism in the region. But President Emomali 
Rahmon, a former soldier in the Soviet army who 
has been in power since 1992, has declared war on 
radical Islam.  He has turned his overwhelmingly 
Muslim country into an ultra-secular regime. 
Today, women are banned from wearing the hijab 
or burqa and men are forbidden from growing a 
beard longer than three centimetres. Minors are 
not allowed to attend mosques.

Apart from cotton, Tajikistan has very few natural 
resources. But thanks to China’s the New Silk Road, 
a tiny minority close to those in power are living the 
high life. On weekends, bars, clubs and discos are 
packed and vodka flows freely.

Tajikistan:
In the Shadow of 
ISIS

2025 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Yemaya Productions
Director: Axel Royer
Commissioner: M6
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“Blank Plate: Creating the Best Restaurant in the 
World” takes us on the journey of Disfrutar as it 
rises to be crowned the best restaurant in the 
world. As well as documenting this achievement, 
this film delves into the personal stories of its 
three chefs—Eduard Xatruch, Mateu Casañas, 
and Oriol Castro—tracing their demanding years 
at El Bulli to the creation of their own restaurant.

We see their passion for gastronomy, their 
relentless pursuit of excellence, and their constant 

drive for culinary innovation. Through their own 
voices, we witness the meticulous process of 
crafting new dishes, the pressure of staying at the 
forefront of the industry, and the high-intensity 
reality of running a fine-dining restaurant.

Beyond the kitchen,  ‘Blank Plate: Creating the Best 
Restaurant in the World’ also explores the human 
side of gastronomy—the personal sacrifices, the 
deep connection to their roots, and the profound 
impact of success on their lives. It is an immersion 
into cuisine as art, science, territory, and emotion, 
where each dish is a blank canvas waiting to be 
painted with flavours and creativity.

Blank Plate: 
Creating the 
Best Restaurant 
in the World

2025 - 56 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Abacus
Directors: Alan Fàbregas & Ramon Pardina
Commissioner: TV3

When Donald Trump was inaugurated as the 47th 
president of the United States, it was an entire 
family coming to power. For the Trump clan, the 
presidency is a family affair. His sons, daughters, 
in-laws and grandchildren all helped with the 
patriarch’s successful campaign to re-enter the 
White House. Each one of them was rewarded 
with a job, official or otherwise, in Trump’s 
second term.

While Melania  has emerged from this second 
term as a notable absentee, a rising star made a 
sensational entry into Team Trump. At 17 years 
old, the president’s granddaughter, Kai, played 
a pivotal role in encouraging the youth vote to 
opt for the Republican Party. Having displayed 
her political talents as part of the Trump dynasty, 
some commentators are already predicting  a 
presidential future for her.

The arrival of Donald Trump in the Oval Office 

set in motion a palace coup within the United 
States. Following the inauguration, Washington 
is no longer the seat of power. The new White 
House can be found in Florida: Mar-a-Lago. Trump 
has transformed his private residence into a 
millionaire’s club.  Neighbour Bill White raised 
colossal funds for the president’s campaign. He 
has now  been named the ambassador in Belgium.  
America’s Ambassador to France is now his son-
in-law’s father, while the new Education minister 
is known primarily for having directed the largest 
wrestling federation.

Among Mar-a-Lago’s almost permanent residents, 
there’s one that Donald Trump considers a “son”, 
entrepreneur Elon Musk. 

From bloodlines, to conflicts of interests, and 
ultra-bright smiles, this documentary pulls back 
the curtain on the Trump family, the gilded dynasty 
that is running America.

Trump: The 
Gilded Dynasty

2025 - 55 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Ligne de Front

Directors: Lucas Gregorio & David  Bercher
Commissioner: M6
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China is waging a clandestine and merciless 
war to become the world’s leading military 
and economic power. Through a combination 
of industrial espionage, technology theft and 
the establishment of networks of influence 
abroad, they hope to achieve this by 2049 – the 
centenary of the Chinese Communist Party’s 
accession to power. It’s estimated that China’s 
actions have already caused billions of euros 
worth of damage to Western economies.

Exceptionally, a former top Airbus executive 
recounts how China imported and then concealed 
an Airbus A320 so that it could be dismantled 
and copied. Other directors describe how their 
work was stolen and copied while the director of 
Europe’s Galileo space program reveals Beijing’s 
ploy to neutralize Europe’s satellite positioning 
system.

Secret agents, commando operations and state 
scandals kept under wraps: for many months, 
we have been investigating how Chinese power 
operates abroad to make China the world’s leading 
power.

For the past three years, the youth of Ukraine 
have been growing up in a war-zone. While 
the fighting intensifies, the number of victims 
increases. The lives of millions of young 
Ukrainians - like Napoléon, Plombir, Timur, 
Hannah - have been irrevocably changed.

Plombir, 26, volunteered for the army and 
soon found himself on the Eastern Front. In 
February 2023, he stepped on a landmine. He 
has since joined the ranks of the war’s 40,000 
Ukrainian amputees. At 15 years old, Hannah 
is just one of five million pupils who no longer 
has access to education. After the bombing of 
her home at the start of the war, she has lived 
mainly in underground shelters and makeshift 
accommodation. She’s terrified of a Russian 
offensive into Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-city.

Napoléon, a young father and soldier, can never 
speak of the realities of his daily life with his three 
year old son. Meanwhile Timur , 26, refuses to 
enlist. He has, nevertheless, chosen to position 
himself on the frontline, having created a charity 
that aims to rescue citizens of the Kharkiv region.

China’s Secret Economic 
War

The Price of War: Ukraine’s 
Lost Youth

2025 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Tony Comiti Productions

2025 - 61 min - ENG, FR
Ligne de Front

After half a century of dictatorship, Syria is 
undergoing an historic upheaval following the 
overthrow of President Bashar Al-Assad by 
insurgents from the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS). 
We capture the first moments of this tumultuous 
transition and hear from the Syrian population, 
torn between hope for renewal and fear of the 
unknown.

We  followed the step-by-step installation in power 
of new leaders from the rebel movement. From 
the gilded halls of the presidential palace to the 
gloomy cells of the infamous Saydnaya prison, the 
scene of brutal repression, this film lifts the veil on 
the vestiges of an authoritarian system. 

While some exiles are contemplating a return 
to their homeland, others are opting for exodus, 
fearful of the new regime’s direction. Who are HTS 
and what are the real intentions of the jihadist 
rebels led by Abu Mohammed Al-Joulani. What will 
be the fate of minorities, particularly the Alawites, 
in this new political configuration?  

Hezbollah: The ManhuntSyria: Between Hope
and Fear Despite the ceasefire, Hezbollah has vowed 

to continue resisting Israel. But Israel’s recent 
attacks have decimated the leadership and 
significantly weakened the group. What’s next 
for Hezbollah in Lebanon? How was Israel able to 
infiltrate its ranks and kill Hassan Nasrallah?

Former intelligence officers reveal the hidden 
details of this meticulously planned operation. 
To mislead Hezbollah agents, the perpetrators of 
the attack created a multitude of shell companies 
based in Hong Kong , Taiwan, and Europe. Later, 
on September 27, 2024, the Israeli army also 
eliminated Hassan Nasrallah, the iconic leader of 
the organization, by dropping nearly eighty bombs 
on Hezbollah’s headquarters in Beirut. We reveal 
the surprising methods that allowed them to 
pinpoint the leader with unprecedented accuracy.

Since their leader’s death, Hezbollah members 
have gone into hiding , but the movement is eager 
to demonstrate that it remains a formidable war 
machine... 

2024 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Babel Doc

2024 - 64 min - ENG, FR
Ligne de Front
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In the prisons of Al-Hol and Al-Roj camps, 
Kurdish forces are managing what many Western 
countries regard as a time bomb: 60,000 
prisoners affiliated with the Islamic State. They 
believe it is only a matter of time before ISIS 
return and frees them.

Adem Clain’s father was responsible for the 2015  
Paris attacks. He arrived in Syria at the age of 12 
and is now being held in a high-security prison. 
Kurdish authorities consider him to be a disruptive 
and potentially dangerous and keep him away 
from the other teenagers at the de-radicalization 
center. He claims he is being judged for his his 
father’s crimes.

We met other sons of jihadists who  all arrived in 
Syria when they were just children. The “lion cubs 
of the Caliphate” were presented as the future 
generation of terrorists, destined to carry out 
attacks in the West.  Today, they are morally broken 
teenagers, who often bear the scars of war.

For King Abdullah of Jordan, President Trump’s 
suggestion that Palestinians in Gaza should be 
resettled there threatens the very survival of his 
country. Trump’s comments have highlighted 
Jordan’s dependence on US aid and raised 
existential questions over the country’s identity.

The kingdom relies on the $1.5 billion of US aid 
it receives every year and 3,000 US troops are 
stationed there. But it is also home to more than 
2.39 million registered Palestinian refugees and 
60% of Jordan’s population are of Palestinian 
origin. The royal family plays a delicate balancing 
act, keen to avoid angering its Western allies while 
supporting the Palestinian people. As well as the 
Palestinians, Jordan also hosts approximately 
650,000 Syrian refugees. 

Before the war, tourism accounted for 15% of the 
GDP. But now, tourists have stopped coming , 
adding to the country’s economic problems...

2025 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Yemaya Productions

2024 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Ligne de Front

Jordan: The
Surprising Kingdom

Syria’s Jihadist Children:
A Lost Cause or Hope for 
Redemption? Ultra Orthodox Jews in America make up 

a very visible, yet inaccessible community. 
Recognisable by their outfits, they have a strict 
dress code and live by even stricter rules. We 
gained exclusive access into their world and hear 
from a family expelled from the community.

Orthodox Jews live in a vacuum, on the fringes of 
the modern world. They marry solely within their 
community, and – as contraception is banned in 
most circumstances – their families often exceed 
six children. Their entire life is determined by 
religion, following  judaic practices which have 
not changed since the 18th century. The sexes 
are strictly segregated, they speak Yiddish, the 
language of Eastern European Jews before the 
Second World War. Within the most rigorous 
branches, men devote their entire life to the study 
of religion, and women only work in mainstream 
society to provide for the family’s needs. Children 
are educated in Orthodox schools which focus 
mainly on religious education. 

Endless beaches, majestic mountains and 
villages with multi-coloured houses, Cape 
Verde become has one of the new favourite 
destinations for Instagrammers. Here tourists 
can enjoy a week in an all-inclusive resort for 
as little as 700€, including travel. But virtually 
none of this benefits the islands. Here, lack of 
opportunities and a severe draught means that 
some women have to resort to stealing sand from 
the sea floor to survive.

On many of the island’s beaches, the sand has 
completely disappeared: local women have been 
stealing it for the construction industry. Now they 
have to fetch it from the bottom of the sea. These 
women carry no less than 50 kg of sand on their 
heads on each trip. Most of them can’t swim so 
every time they enter the sea, they risk their lives. 
For this, they are paid approximately 10€ a week. 

It’s hardly rained in the past seven years. While the 
tourists enjoy numerous swimming pools, each 
local family is restricted to only one or two  25 litres 
container of water a day.

2025 - 58 min - ENG, FR
Nova Productions

2025 - 55 min - ENG, FR
Kraken Films

Cape Verde: The Reality 
Beyond the Resorts

A City within a City: New 
York’s Orthodox Jews
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In 2023, we reported on how pedophiles were 
exploiting post-COVID poverty in Thailand to 
abuse children. We return to the place where 
it all began, checking in with stories that 
have continued since the first film aired, and 
examining whether any real reform is happening, 
or is even on the horizon. 

Two years ago we exposed the case a German 
suspect arrested for child abuse in Pattaya who 
was able to flee to Germany by paying a bribe. After 
the film aired, Frankfurt prosecutors took him into 
custody. He admitted on camera to taking a minor 
to his room “to have sex” but denied any abuse.  

The revelations sparked political outrage in 
Thailand, leading to a government inquiry, but 
the existence of tangible reform remains in 
question. Despite TUI removing Pattaya hotels 
from its programs, this follow-up film - ‘Dirty Deals 
in Pattaya’ - reveals how child exploitation still 
persists in luxury hotels.

 They live at extreme altitudes, at more than 
4,000, sometimes 5,000 meters high. Where 
oxygen levels are two to four times lower than 
at sea level and human life is almost impossible. 
In Peru more than a million people live on the 
high plateaus and have adapted to this merciless 
environment.

Perched at 5,300 meters, La Rinconada is the 
highest city in the world. An immense shanty 
town where more than 50,000 people are settled, 
crowded at the foot of a gold mine. The city is not 
only the most dangerous in Peru, it is also the 
most polluted. The mercury used to separate the 
nuggets from the earth poisons the surrounding 
rivers and lakes. The water has become toxic, and 
residents are forced to carve blocks out of the 
glacier overlooking the city to get drinking water.

For some, the Peruvian highlands are an 
inexhaustible source of culinary inspiration. Virgilio 
Martinez, voted best chef in the world in 2023, 
opened his restaurant in Moray, a small village 
perched at an altitude of 4,000 meters. 

2025 - 52 min - ENG
Luck Films

2025 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Ligne de Front

Peru: Life at 4,000 MetresDirty Deals in Pattaya

On May 14, 2024, a prison convoy was ambushed 
at a tollbooth in Northern France. The target was 
Mohammed Amra, a repeat offender involved 
in drug trafficking. The heavily armed attackers 
showed no mercy, killing two prison officers 
and severely injuring three others. It took nearly 
a year to track him down and arrest him in 
Romania.

The ‘Arma affair’ is symbolic of a powerful and 
quick escalation in violence linked to the drug-
trade. In 2023, in Marseille, around thirty young 
men were killed and one hundred injured in 
clashes between two rival gangs, amounting to a 
level of violence never before seen in the city.

For field agents, police officers and magistrates 
alike, it is the result of growing “narco-culture”, a 
term coined by South American cartels: a culture 
where allegiance to the gang takes precedence 
over everything. This investigation delves into a 
pocket of extreme, drug-related violence in France. 

After the worst disaster in the English Channel 
for some 30 years, ‘The Crossing’ forensically 
investigates exactly why at least 31 lives were 
lost in the busiest shipping lane in the world and 
challenges the discourse around asylum seekers.

With the families of those who died at the centre, 
‘The Crossing’ establishes who was on board the 
doomed boat, where they had come from and 
the reasons why they risked everything that night. 
Material filmed by the victims themselves reveal 
how separate lives came together days before 
tragedy, showing how people support each other 
in the most challenging circumstances. Video and 
text messages, pieced together, also expose key 
members of the gang responsible for the boat, and 
testimony from one of only two survivors lays bare 
the truth of how pleas to emergency services to 
help the sinking dinghy went ignored.

For anyone interested in understanding one of the 
most potent human and political issues in Europe, 
‘The Crossing’ is a must watch.

2024 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Tony Comiti Productions

2022 - 52 min - ENG
DM Productions

Narcos: The French 
Connection

The Crossing
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2025 - 90 & 52 min - ENG
Sky Films

2023 - 58 min - ENG
Teater K & Räfilm

2025 - 53 min - ENG, FR
Talweg Productions 

2024 - 57 min - ENG, FR
Piments Pourpres Productions

“She Rises Up”  chronicles the remarkable 
journeys of three women who are working to lift 
their communities out of poverty through the 
local businesses they fight the odds to maintain. 
Gladys Yupanqui of Peru founded a mini-market 
and is looking to expand. Magatte Wade of 
Senegal is building a cosmetics manufacturing 
company. Selyna Peiris of Sri Lanka is expanding 
the textile company founded by her mother.

Nearly one third of all countries have laws that 
stifle a women’s access to work. They limit access 
to bank accounts, property inheritance, and many 
types of jobs. These countries have some of the 
highest poverty rates in the world.

‘She Rises Up’ reveals the role entrepreneurs 
and small businesses can play in women gaining 
financial independence, and ultimately reducing 
poverty for all. Gladys, Magatte and Selyna’s stories 
are each unique unto themselves, yet they share 
a common theme: the critical importance of local 
businesses to emerging economies. These women 
prevail over issues that are not faced by the 
multinational corporations that come in. 

“Change the system, not the climate” is a 
common demand in the climate movement. 
But what kind of system do we actually want? 
In the midst of humanity’s worst crisis, the 
pioneers stand ready. Meet the new economic 
perspectives that have the potential to change 
the world at its core.

The original meaning of the word “economy” 
is “household management”. The economy of 
today however, is not householding , but rather 
consuming our finite natural resources at an 
alarming pace. “Outgrow the System” explores 
how we can return to the essence of the term 
and design an economic system that genuinely 
manages our scarce resources.

Beyond the narrow mainstream debate and the 
teachings of business schools, numerous new 
economic ideas and practices are emerging. 
They challenge old assumptions and offer fresh 
perspectives on how we can reorganize our 
production and consumption, in order to ensure 
our survival as a species on this planet.

The oneiric state. A dream-like state experienced 
while awake that allows the dreamer to reach 
and explore inner worlds.  Charlotte, Elona and 
Raphaëlle are able to enter into this state to 
explore and create extraordinary worlds. They 
create fictional universes which they share on 
social networks. At the dawn of adulthood, they 
almost lose their way, before finding themselves.

Using ‘shifting’, a self-hypnosis technique, Charlotte 
mentally travels through fictional universes, 
visiting places she creates from scratch or inspired 
by fictional worlds she loves. To her, immersive 
daydreams offer a refuge from the loneliness and 
difficulties of the real world. But tensions run high 
in the online shifting community, and Charlotte has 
to choose between her dreams and reality. 

When she sleeps, Elona directs her dreams: since 
childhood, she has learned to shape her “lucid 
dreams” according to her desires. But little by little, 
anxiety has gotten the better of her: how can she 
let go when she is used to controlling everything , 
day and night?

Outgrow the System DreamsShe Rises Up

On the Ukrainian front line, in the trenches, in 
shelters, or under the shade of a glade, a small 
miracle of humanity unfolds: “troubadour-
soldiers,” who themselves bear the invisible 
scars of war, offer a moment of music that takes 
on a uniquely emotional dimension. 

It’s a cocoon of poetry, where music soothes 
the wounds of conflict. Joined by poets and 
puppeteers alike, they work to revive and celebrate 
Ukrainian culture. This is the first time in the 
history of warfare that such a brigade has been 
formed. 

Armed with their instruments, these troubadour-
soldiers tour the front line with the aim of turning 
their performances into spaces where everyone 
is invited to lay down a piece of themselves, a 
poignant reminder that even amid the devastation 
of war, beauty can still blossom…

Ukraine: A Flower Among 
the Ashes
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2024 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Ligne de Front

2024 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Pallas TV

2024 - 60 min - ENG, FR
Temps Noir & Filmoption International

2024 - 68 & 58 min - ENG, FR
Yuzu Productions

For the past decades, abortion divided the 
country and the voters. Now it’s public libraries 
that have been transformed into the new 
battlefields in America’s cultural wars.

According to the American Library Association 
(ALA), book bans and attempted book bans 
have hit record highs and have spread beyond 
school libraries to targeting public libraries. One 
organisation that has taken the fight against 
“offensive books” and libraries to a new level is 
Moms For Liberty. Using the rhetoric of ‘parental 
rights’, it has spearheaded the growing opposition 
to the discussion of gender and sexuality in the 
classroom. Librarians caught up in this culture war 
have found themselves branded as paedophiles 
and libraries have been defunded.
 
How can one explain this seemingly sudden 
focus on books, in school and public libraries? 
What is behind this rise in censorship? This film 
follows four stories that illuminate and explain the 
evolution of this newest battleground in America’s 
long culture war.

Library Wars
Two men, Itamar Ben Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich, 
are driving the radical right-wing agenda of 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s government. Who are 
they? What is their ultimate goal?

Itamar Ben Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich are the 
heirs of two ideological currents that were once 
marginal: Kahanism and religious Zionism. Today, 
they are throwing all their weight behind their 
ideological agenda: imposing Jewish supremacist 
legislation and re-founding biblical Israel.

Benyamin Netanyahu’s government, the most 
right-wing in the country’s history, has continued 
to deepen the internal divisions in Israeli society 
and has led the country to face the worst 
existential threat in its history since its creation 
in 1948. We investigate the influence of Ben Gvir 
and Smotrich over this government to reveal how 
they sow chaos in order to advance their ultimate 
project: the impostion of Jewish law on “Greater 
Israel”, from the sea to the Jordan River, and thus 
the annexation of the West Bank, Gaza and even 
beyond.

Israel: Ministers of Chaos

The Roma are one of the most closed 
communities in France, and also one of the most 
discriminated against.

Five years ago, eight hundred Roma illegally 
settled on the outskirts of Nantes. We take a look 
at this true town-within-a-town, with its church, 
garage, bar and more than one hundred caravans. 
Living conditions throughout the camp are basic. 
Electricity comes from an illegal tap of a nearby 
power cable and is unstable and unsafe – earlier 
that year, one resident was electrocuted. Large 
families live in caravans or cobbled-together 
shacks. 

Many of the residents here work as fruit pickers 
in the surrounding area for the minimum wage, 
keeping the region’s farms running. Their wages 
support the rest of the community. Some turn to 
robberies and smuggling , where a few hours work 
can bring in the equivalent of a week’s minimum 
wage. The presence of this camp provokes the 
anger of local residents, who blame them for 
all sorts of troubles: vandalism, burglaries and 
harassment.

There are currently almost 10 million Native 
Americans in the United States. Once confined to 
reservations and condemned to poverty, they are 
proudly reclaiming their culture.

In North Dakota, the Fort Berthold tribe is profiting 
from the oil craze. Thanks to ‘black gold’, the Indian 
reservation has been transformed into a small 
American town with infrastructure and health 
insurance for all. A symbol of the new Indian 
success story, Sean Sherman was named among 
the 100 most influential personalities of 2023 by 
Time magazine. In his gourmet restaurant, recipes 
are made exclusively from ingredients that were 
present in the United States before the arrival of 
European settlers in the 17th century. Johnny Tail 
Feathers is trying to reconnect with his roots by 
reintroducing the sacred bison to the Blackfeet 
Reservation in Montana.

From the vibrant, shimmering pow wows that bring 
together thousands of natives in New Mexico to 
the new oil Eldorado of the Dakotas, we plunge into 
the America of the Amerindians.

Living on the Fringe:
Inside the Roma Camps

The Native American 
Resistance
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2024 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Impala Productions

2024 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Impala Productions

2024 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Impala Productions

2024 - 52 min - ENG, FR
Ligne de Front

It’s the symbol of the American dream. The 
film capital of the world has become a beacon 
for Americans and expatriates in search of the 
American dream. But for many, the glitz and 
glamour of the City of Angels has lost its lustre.

Just 10 km from the studios, the notorious Skid 
Row district is still going strong. Here, 4,757 
homeless people live in makeshift shelters or on 
the asphalt. If just a few years ago, the homeless 
area was confined to these 4 blocks of Downtown 
Los Angeles, it now extends all the way to the 
Pacific coast. This is due to an unprecedented 
housing crisis. In the richest state in the US, 
housing has become almost impossible to come 
by. As a result, Californians are abandoning 
their homes to live in motorhomes or converted 
vehicles.  

 Violent crime is also increasing. More people 
are being killed in LA than in other big cities. 
Armed settlements between gangs result in 1,000 
shootings every year. We take a closer look at 
this destroyed California, from Skid Row to the 
southern suburbs. Gangs, crime, homelessness 
and a distressed middle class.

Often used as an insult to describe poor, 
uneducated, rural Americans, the term ‘redneck’ 
is being embraced by a new generation who 
are viscerally proud of their country and its 
traditions. 

The Redneck festival in Texas is one of the biggest 
gatherings in the country. Over 10,000 people 
gather at this four day festival to celebrate their 
XXL cars, designed to be as polluting as possible, 
or compete in naked mud jumps or downhill beer 
runs.
 
In recent years, the new redneck generation has 
also been able to count on a musical movement 
that proudly asserts their customs: country rap. 
In Tennessee, Shocka Hustleman, the rising star 
of the genre, lives out his “American dream”: big 
polluting engines and guns. He could easily double 
his salary by leaving Tennesse but for him, being a 
redneck is a way of life. But for these people, often 
poor, living in remote areas where the economic 
crisis has left thousands of workers unemployed, 
the pitfalls are many: alcoholism, drug addiction, 
domestic violence… Where is redneck America 
headed? 

America XXL: The Hidden 
Side of Los Angeles

America XXL: American 
Rednecks Israe is at a crucial crossroads in its history. The 

initial shockwave following Hamas’ attack has 
been replaced by an explosive mix of anger, 
determination, and division within Israeli society. 

Netanyahu’s ability to maintain power is 
balancing on fragile coalitions with ultra-religious 
factions. Thirteen of the twenty-nine government 
ministers are from this movement, including 
the controversial Minister of National Security, 
Itamar Ben Gvir, and Minister of Finance, Bezalel 
Smotrich. Their vision? An Israel whose borders 
are dictated by sacred texts, spanning across the 
entirety of the Palestinian territories. 

Settlement expansion is intensifying in the West 
Bank. In July, the government orchestrated the 
most substantial seizure of Palestinian land in 
three decades, appropriating 1,200 hectares. 
This policy is welcomed warmly by some of the 
West Bank’s most radical settlers. We met these 
extremist settlers. 

Israel’s Fractured Society

Bigger, better, stronger: the United States 
is the land of excess. In the country with 
the highest obesity rate in the world, food 
eating competitions are organised like sports 
tournaments. Here life-coaches encourage their 
millions of followers into uncontrolled over-
consumption while groups of men compete to 
see who can build the most polluting machine.

Deep in the heart of Florida, Carlos owns a dozen 
vehicles, each bigger than the last. Carlos and his 
friends belong to a group of exhaust-fume fanatics 
called the Coal Rollers, who like to film themselves 
smiling as they inhale toxic fumes from their 4×4 
diesel cars. It’s a practice that sometimes goes 
so far as modifying diesel engines to emit a thick 
black smoke that is particularly harmful to health 
and the environment.
 
This film dives into the heart of XXL America and 
the people determined to live their lives with no 
limits. 

America XXL: Land of 
Excess
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Through personal stories from people on both 
sides of the conflict and powerful footage, ‘Favela 
Frontlines’ takes you straight to the heart of the 
battle between police and drug traffickers in 
Brazil. 

On average, one policeman is killed every two 
days in Brazil. There are 60,000 homicides every 
year. In this series, stories are interspersed with 
interviews with judges, journalists, slum residents 
and historians. They reflect on Brazil’s public 
safety policy of the past three decades, the impact 
of social inequality and the legacy of slavery. As 
sociologist Luiz Eduardo Soares explains: “Police 
brutality wouldn’t exist without tacit society 
authorisation.”

For one gang member, it’s very simple: “When I was 
10, they slapped me in the face. Now I carry a rifle. 
Now, you can’t slap me in the face.”

Favela Frontlines
2022 - 4 x 52 min - ENG

Production by: Jacqueline Films
Director: Renato Martins

Commissioned by: Canal Brasil

The myth of the vigilantes, the reality of a nation 
designed to be based on a power project for a 
restricted elite, and the advent of the Militia in 
Brazil.

Throughout its history, Brazil has advocated for 
the annihilation and domestication of indigenous, 
black, and impoverished individuals in the name 
of a state that exclusively serves a particular 
privileged group

Episode One:
Brazil that Works

Episode Two:
War on Drugs

Episode Three:
In the Name of God

Episode Four:
Stolen Dreams 

Police operations in the peripheries of Brazil are 
the primary focus of the War on Drugs, with the 
objective of criminalizing the minorities that 
inhabit the region.  However, who benefits from 
this dynamic of confrontation? 

The black and impoverished population of Rio de 
Janeiro is subjected to genocide on a daily basis, 
a terror project that operates within a logic of 
violence on the opposite side of Brazil’s postcard.
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2024 - 90 & 52 min - ENG, FR
Tangerine Productions

2024 - 52 min - ENG, FR
France 24

In Port-au-Prince, nearly three million people 
live in the grips of all-out gang war. We spent 
a fortnight filming in and around the Haitian 
capital, speaking to a population held hostage by 
this drawn-out crisis. 

Gangs now control more than 80% of the city, and 
their notorious spokesman Jimmy Chérizier, also 
known as “Barbecue”, says they’re not counting 
on laying down their weapons any time soon. “We 
demand to be at the negotiating table. If not, we 
will continue to fight.” Barbecue is the frontman of 
a powerful alliance of the capital’s gangs. Instead 
of fighting each other, the groups have united and 
turned their firepower on the state, forcing prime 
minister Ariel Henry to resign.

Today, the gangs control most of Port-au-Prince’s 
seafront. In the lower shantytowns of Port-au-
Prince, the gangs’ bastions, thousands of people 
remain. Murders, kidnappings, gang rapes and 
fires are common and no end to the crisis seems 
in sight.

Winner of the Prix du Grand Reportage at the 
Lauriers de l’audiovisuel 2025.

Over the past sixty years, over a million ‘orphans’ 
were adopted by Western families from around 
the world. Now many are discovering their past 
was a lie.

From the children who were stolen from their 
mothers during the Pinochet dictatorship, to 
Africa’s fake orphans, international adoption is at 
the heart of an unprecedented scandal. We join 
investigative journalists, activists and researchers 
in South Korea, Sweden, France, Chile, Germany, 
Holland and Switzerland. How did this colossal, 
lucrative market manage to prosper? And why 
does it live on today?

In many cases, these practices are coming to light 
largely due to pressure from adopted children 
who have grown into adults. Upon discovering the 
dubious conditions surrounding their adoptions, 
many begin to search for their biological parents 
and demand explanations. A search now made 
possible thanks to social media, the internet and 
the availability of ancestry tracing websites.

Haiti: The Iron Grip of the
Gangs

International Adoptions: A 
Global Scandal

REPORTS
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‘#Tradwife’ or ‘traditional wives’ content 
has exploded on social media in the past 
few years, promoting a return to traditional, 
conservative values and family life. But many see the underlying ideology of this movement as a 
dangerous attack on women’s rights.

This trend, promoted by numerous Instagram influencers, advocates a strict return to traditional values: 
the woman stays at home to look after the family, bake bread and happily submits to her husband, while 
the man works and provides for the family. But while the influencers promoting this lifestyle earn tens 
of thousands a month, most tradwives are completely dependent on their husbands. Former tradwife, 
Enitza, is keen for people to understand the realities of this lifestyle. After ten years as a tradwife and four 
children she realised she wanted a better life for her daughters. But when she requested a divorce, her 
problems really started…

The word “balagan” in Hebrew is often used 
to describe chaos, confusion, or conflict. But 
can Israel still claim to be the only democracy 
in the Middle East, or is it transforming into a 
rogue state operating outside international law?

Since the October 7 attacks, the Netanyahu government and the IDF have launched an ongoing war 
against Hamas and Hezbollah, resulting in unprecedented destruction, with tens of thousands killed 
across Gaza, the West Bank, and Lebanon. In this episode, we travel to the region to witness the conflict 
firsthand and examine the changes that Israeli Jewish society has undergone over the past year. Point of 
No Return explores the broad spectrum of Israeli Jews. Has Israel reached a point of no return, potentially 
leading to a regional war with Iran or even a global conflict?

The ‘Tradwives’ of 
America

Israel Balagan

2024 - 20 min - ENG, FR
Kraken Films

2024 - 30 min - ENG
TV3

These two special episodes of the Emmy-
Award winning series ‘Point of No Return’ 
explore the wave of gang violence and 

shootings in Sweden that has taken everyone by surprise.

Sweden now has one of the highest per capita rates of gun violence in the EU, with young teenagers being 
recruited as hitmen in ongoing gang wars. Most of the gang members come from migrant backgrounds 
and right-wing politicians have been quick to blame immigration, however the situation is more 
complicated. Poverty, segregation and a lack of opportunities have made it very hard for many migrants 
and their children to integrate while growing inequality between the rich and poor has fuelled the rise of 
the gangs.  Veteran police officers, gang members, teenage hitmen and victims of gang violence, share 
their firsthand accounts of the situation. 

Javier Milei, a far-right figure and self-
proclaimed anarcho-capitalist, is at the 
centre of an international political and 
cultural revolution.  His disruptive style and 

unapologetically anti-establishment views resonate with those disillusioned by decades of political 
stagnation.

Why did 60% of young voters support him? What led the majority of the working class and those most 
disadvantaged to back a neoliberal promising cuts, austerity, and privatizations? Does Milei represent the 
new wave of populist leaders, akin to Trump or Bolsonaro, and a revival of the far-right? 
As the radical left and social movements are mobilizing on the streets to confront Milei’s vision for 
Argentina, has Argentina reached a Point of no return?

2025 - 2 x 27 min - ENG
TV3

2024 - 2 x 19 min - ENG
TV3

Sweden’s Criminal 
Gangs

Milei’s Argentina



3938

Are we at a point of no return when it comes to 
how Europe and the UK treat illegal migrants? 
Is dehumanising and criminalising migrants 
the answer to a problem that is predicted to 
increase?

Thousands of illegal migrants, including families with young children and unaccompanied minors, hide in 
the forests near Calais and Dunkirk in France. The UK has become their last hope to start a new life but the 
journey is extremely dangerous, and the French police are determined to stop them. Even if they manage 
to cross, England’s ‘hostile environment’ policy and strict immigration laws mean they have no guarantee 
of being allowed to stay.  In this episode of ‘Point of No Return’, we witness life in the Calais camps and 
accompanies the volunteers and activists of Utopia 56, an independent network that offers assistance 
and information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and monitors the behaviour of the police forces and the 
compliance with the basic protocols for the protection of migrants’ rights.

Two controversial pipelines, the 
TransMountain Expansion Project (TMX) 
and Coastal GasLink (CGL), are expanding 
and threatening the natural habitats of historically oppressed First Nations in Canada. But several 
First Nations are leading the fight against these massive pipelines and becoming key advocates for 
protecting nature from climate change.

Being a land defender comes at a cost: harassment, detentions by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP), and threats from private security. But in the face of setbacks, these indigenous activists press on: 
“we are still fighting; this dance is not over yet.” We hear the stories of the indigenous communities on the 
receiving end of these huge pipelines, and their fight for justice for humans and nature.

The Last Crossing

Climate Change 
Resistance

2023 - 21 min - ENG
TV3

2023 - 18 min - ENG
TV3

Is the fear of a coming civil war justified 
or merely paranoia amplified by social media? ‘Armed and Divided We Stand’ explores how the 
pandemic, the Trump and George Floyd protests, the January 6th Capitol assault, the Ukraine war, 
and the new Cold War with Russia and China are affecting US society. These events have driven many, 
regardless of their political views, to arm themselves and embrace “prepper” culture, reflecting fears 
of a total collapse and a dystopian future. 

This episode of the Emmy Award winning series “Point of No Return” delves into the intense polarisation 
and increasing tensions in the US during the 2024 presidential campaign. It addresses the widespread 
fear that, regardless of the November election outcome, the nation will face further division, protests, 
social unrest, and even potential violence.

While the world wonders whether artificial 
intelligence will be a threat to human 
existence, Japan sees it as a possible solution 

to many of its problems. Are we at a point of no return with the onset of AI?

In Japan, the government, scientists and most of the population see AI and robots as a solution to many 
of their problems. The Japanese perception of robots and AI is very different from the Western one, for 
reasons as diverse as the particular demographic needs of an increasingly aging society, the influence of 
manga and anime, or spiritual beliefs. But does everyone in Japan really believe that the future could be a 
utopia where we will work less, live longer, merge with AI, and where it might even help us conquer space?

2024 - 25 min - ENG
TV3

2023 - 20 min - ENG
TV3

Armed & Divided: 
Civil War Anxiety in 
America

Japan: The Utopia of 
AI Robots
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SOON
COMING

The Caudillo continues to cast a long shadow on 
Spanish society. How is it that a country known 
for being a progressive beacon, a country which 
had the Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet 
arrested for crimes against humanity in 1998, 
is unable to come to terms with its own past? 
As the fiftieth anniversary of Franco’s death 
approaches,  to what extent is the rise in 
historical revisionism and the memory of Franco 
empowering the Spanish far right?

Despite recent laws forbidding glorifying the 
Spanish Civil War and excusing Francoism, the 
‘Cara al sol’ hymn to Franco is regularly heard 
at Vox rallies. This extreme right-wing party has 
adopted Franco’s narrative on Spanish national 
identity and made the rehabilitation of the 
dictator a key part of its electoral compaign. 
Every November 20, the date of the Franco’s 

death, some twenty churches in Spain still hold 
masses in memory of the dictator. In Madrid, the 
Franco Foundation, set up to “honor the memory” 
of the general, still  receives subsidies. It can 
count on the support of Madrid’s current mayor, 
Jose Luis Martinez Almeida, a self-proclaimed 
fascist. Among other things, he had a mausoleum 
dedicated to the 3,000 people shot in the ravines 
of the capital’s largest cemetery between 1940 and 
1945 demolished.

Some institutions, such as the Spanish Church, 
co-responsible with Franco’s regime for the theft 
of thousands of babies from Spanish maternity 
wards, still refuse to open their archives, despite 
the memorial laws that oblige them to do so. 

In Spain, after decades of silence,  never has there 
been so much talk about the Civil War and Franco 
as there is today.  

Franco: Spain’s 
Scorned 
Memory

SUMMER 2025
52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Galaxie Presse
Director: Gaëlle Pialot
Commissioner: Histoire TV
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Leaving their civilian lives behind, two young 
Ukrainian women enrol in the army as military 
paramedics. There they find violence, pain and 
sadness, but also friendship, love and dreams of 
a life without war. 

Both Alaska and Cuba volunteered for military 
service and work as partners in the same unit, 
serving in the middle of the war-torn, desolate East 
Ukraine.  Despite being very different, they became 
close friends. Director Yegor Troyanovsky filmed 
their lives since the summer of 2022, capturing 
both moments of respite and joy during rotations 
and the stark horrors of war, where battles against 
death and the loss of comrades cast long shadows.

Cuba and Alaska have faced challenging tests of 
fate. Alaska was injured in 2023 after an attack by 
Russian drones. She had to undergo more than six 
months of rehabilitation. Step by step, she learned 
to walk again and is now back on the frontlines. 

For Cuba, her promise to avoid romantic 
entanglements with her male colleagues was both 
a personal rule and a shield against the fear of 
losing loved ones in the war. However, love knows 
no boundaries or timing. In the spring of 2023, 
she fell in love with Shepa, a fellow soldier. They 
planned to marry in August, but in July of the same 
year Shepa has been killed in battle.

Amidst this grim reality,  dreams of a peaceful 
future become more and more elusive. Yet, Cuba 
and Alaska demonstrate remarkable resilience 
despite the scars they carry. More than a war 
film, ‘Cuba & Alaska’ is a documentary about the 
longing for a life without war.

Cuba & Alaska AUTUMN 2025
90 & 52 min - ENG, FR
Producers: Clin d’Oeil, Tag Films & 2Brave 
Productions
Director: Yegor Troyanovsky
Commissioner: ARTE The Russian-Ukrainian war provides a window 

into what future wars could be like. There, battles 
are decided by a combination of trench warfare 
straight out of the last century and swarms of 
killer drones worthy of a science-fiction film. 

From Russian hypersonic missiles to Israeli laser 
cannons and Chinese anti-satellite rockets, no 
country wants to be left behind in this new arms 
race. In Paris, we met the red team. This group of 
military personnel, scientists and science-fiction 
scriptwriters has been commissioned by the 
French Ministry of Defence to imagine the wars 
of the future. Some of their work has just been 
classified as a defence secret. At Arquus, teams 
are finalizing a 100% autonomous military logistics 
convoy, with no pilot on board. Meanwhile, near 

Bordeaux, start-up Icarus Swarms is working on 
swarms of drones capable of coordinating with AI 
to carry out grouped attacks. 

In Ukraine, Ivan Sybyriakov coordinates several 
high-tech drone manufacturers who are 
developing low-cost, lethal weapons capable of 
curbing the numerical superiority of the Russian 
enemy. We discover these secret factories, which 
operate around the clock, and follow the tactical 
units that use them on the front line. 

But the use of such intelligent equipment raises 
many legal and ethical questions. In China 
and Russia, weapons programmed to kill by 
themselves, without any human intervention, are 
already in use. 

AI & Killer 
Robots: The 
Future of War

AUTUMN 2025
52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Ligne de Front
Commissioned by: M6
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He was the first of the great populists. A media 
tycoon who used his television network to 
take on the establishment and become Prime 
Minister, paving the way for Trumpism. When 
Silvio Berlusconi came to power, he turned to the 
same people who had built his media empire to 
help him run Italy. Now, three decades on, these 
men reflect on how they married television, 
entertainment and populism to create one of the 
most powerful political discourses of our time. 
And how they profoundly regret opening that 
pandora’s box.

Enzo Ghigo, Giancarlo Galan, Carlo Freccero and 
Carlo Momigliano. They were all dynamic young 
executives, aged between 25 and 30, when they 
found themselves at the heart of the Berlusconi

machine. They would become his closest 
associates - the men who brought ‘Baywatch’ and 
’The Simpsons’ to Italian TV. They were the first 
to apply tv marketing strategies to politics and, in 
doing so, they created a new brand of populism.

Now Silvio is dead and the promise of wealth and 
prosperity for all was not fulfilled. Instead, their 
ideas poisoned popular debate and polarised 
societies all over the world. Today, Berlusconi’s 
closest allies are all elderly men who are asking 
themselves questions. “Our impact on the world 
has been catastrophic…our generation has to be 
brave enough to acknowledge the evil that came 
from our ideology.”  

We went to meet them to find out where it all went 
wrong.

The Country
I Love: The Men 
who Made 
Berlusconi

AUTUMN 2025
52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Khora Film
Director: Fabio Lucchini
Commissioner: France 5

No one has come to symbolise Ukraine 
more than its battered President Volodymyr 
Zelensky. By staying in Kyiv when the Russians 
invaded his country, he changed the course of 
the conflict. But the story of  Zelensky is one 
of contradictions.  Featuring rare access to 
President Zelenksy, the people who have known 
him since his childhood as well as photos, film 
archives and never-before-seen eyewitness 
accounts, this film paints a picture of Volodymyr 
Zelensky and Ukraine.

When he campaigned for the Presidency in 2019, 
Volodymyr Zelensky presented himself as a 
new man: young, with no political past, different 
from the Russian apparatchiks in place before 
independence in 1991 or the oligarchs left behind. 
Yet Volodymyr Zelensky was born in 1978, at a time 
when the big Soviet brother was extending his hold 

and imprint over all the countries of the empire. 
The fierce nationalist who today speaks only 
Ukrainian received a Soviet education and  grew 
up speaking Russian. 

To understand this transformation, one has to 
go back to the early years. Featuring an interview 
with Zelensky, this film is based around the men 
and women who have known and worked with 
Volodymyr from his earliest childhood right up to 
the present day. Filmed solely in Ukraine, in Kyiv 
and in Kryvyï Rih, Zelensky’s hometown. It mixes 
archives, filming and interviews  with people who 
directly know him. . Just Zelensky and the people 
who know him best.

Directed by renowned French documentary 
filmmaker Yves Jeuland, respected French 
journalist Ariane Chemin and historian and 
documentalist, Lisa Vapné, this is a film that will 
remain relevant for years to come.

And Volodia 
became 
Zelensky

AUTUMN 2025
2025 - 90 & 2 x 52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Particules Docs
Directors: Ariane Chemin, Yves Jeuland & 
Lisa Vapné
Commissioner: ARTE
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In Japan, strict social codes dictate everything, 
down to people’s private lives. Men and women 
are struggling to meet and form relationships 
while a 2024 survey revealed that 44% of 
Japanese marriages are sexless. As a result, the 
country is gradually depopulating. But Japan 
is determined to do everything in its power to 
reverse this demographic curve. 

The population of Japan is predicted to fall from 
125 million today to just 88 million by 2065. The 
country can no longer finance the explosion 
in healthcare and pension spending, and the 
debt is mounting. But authorities are stepping 
up. In Tokyo, where the birth rate is less than 
one child per woman, City Hall even has a small 
team playing Cupid. The municipal department 
has just launched an AI-powered dating app to 
match the capital’s singles. And those not keen 
on new technologies can opt for a konkatsu, a 

kind of singles camp where friendly organizers run 
games to put participants at ease and encourage 
romance. 

Nagi, in the Osaka region, is one of the few 
Japanese towns where children’s cries can 
be heard. Here, a scene almost unreal in the 
archipelago, we even come across large families! 
So much so, that town councillors and government 
officials from all over the country flock here to try 
and discover the well-kept secret of the ‘city of 
children’.

But in Japan, sexuality is often a solitary activity. 
And the arrival of AI and virtual reality in the field 
of sex toys isn’t exactly encouraging the younger 
generation to take on a real partner. Japan now 
has the oldest population in the world, with one in 
three inhabitants is over 65.

Sexless Japan: 
A Demographic 
Timebomb?

AUTUMN 2025
52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Ligne de Front
Director: Sarah Fournier
Commissioner: M6

To his detractors, Javier Melei is rude, 
ignorant and a danger to democracy. He’s also 
undoubtedly one of the most popular politicians 
in the world and the new face of populism. 
We profile Argentina’s chainsaw-wielding 
president and meet his closest supporters, like 
his hairdresser and ex-girlfriend, Lilia Lemoine, 
now also an MP, or his personal clairvoyant who 
regularly passes on advice from his late dog...

It seems like the dead dog’s advice might be 
working because, after his first year in power, 
inflation is down from 25.5% to 2.4%,. There’s a $19 
billion trade surplus and 5% growth expected in 
2025. Like tens of thousands of other tax exiles, 
Juan was able to repatriate part of his fortune 
and is now investing heavily in real estate and 
commerce. Landowner Alessandro saw his taxes 
fall, along with the environmental constraints for 
raising his 200,000 cows. 

But Melei’s extreme spending cuts have hit the 
poorest hardest. The Vargas family has to urgently 
move because with the deregulation of the real 
estate market, their landlord has just tripled their 
rent. It’s an untenable situation, as the father 
recently lost his job in the Ministry of Labor, along 
with more than 35,000 other civil servants.   

In the city of Rosario, government minister, Patricia 
Bullrich, is responsible for implementing a new 
hardline policy against the drug gangs. We join her 
to discover how the state is regaining control. 

From the vast wilderness of the north of the 
country, threatened by the acceleration of lithium 
mining, to the bourgeois neighbourhoods of 
Buenos Aires, this is an immersion in Javier Milei’s 
ultra-liberal Argentina.

Argentina 
According to 
Milei

AUTUMN 2025
52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Ligne de Front
Directors: Julien Ferrat & Manon Heurtel
Commissioner: M6



4948

They’re the criminal masterminds killing our 
planet. In this new series of ‘Planet Killers’, we 
follow the operations of Interpol’s Environmental 
Crimes Unit as they track down the world’s most 
wanted environmental criminals. This season 
focuses particularly on wildlife trafficking. The 
trade in rare and endangered animals is now one 
of the main threats to the world’s biodiversity. An 
illegal animal market thriving on social networks.

We chase a sprawling network of tiger traffickers 
in Laos and Thailand. Investigate the international 
trafficking of rare monkeys from Africa, a market 
thriving against a backdrop of corruption in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. And join the 
rangers and activists gangs trying to combat the 
rhino killers. 

With privileged access to NGOs, local activists 
and networks of whistle-blowers, we reveal the 
complex workings of this trade and trace it back to 
the kingpins responsible, who are wanted by the 
courts.

EPISODE I: THE HORN BARONS

EPSIODE II: THE AFFAIR OF THE 40 MONKEYS

EPISODE III: THE TIGER CARTEL

Planet Killers: 
Season II

SUMMER 2025
3 x 52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: Premières Lignes
Directors: Claire Tesson, Stéphane 
Malterre & Paul Moreira
Commissioner: France TV Slash

It’s a tragically acknowledged fact that rape 
has become an inevitable part of migration for 
many women. Often they flee sexual violence 
in their home countries only to experience it 
again en-route. But what’s less known is that 
even when they reach the safety of Europe, 
they have a significantly higher risk of being 
sexually assaulted. Then, they often accused of 
“fabricating” their abuse claims to gain residency 
papers. Some are even imprisoned in detention 
centres and threatened with deportation when 
they try to press charges.

In Marseille, in the practice of young Dr. Jeremy 
Khouani, women seeking asylum come to heal 
their wounds and tell their stories. Stories in which 
rape is central, omnipresent. He conducted a 
ground-breaking study with his patients, published 
in the prestigious journal ‘The Lancet’, which 

establishes factually what the patients of the 
Peyssonnel nursing home tell us, like an infernal 
triptych: the sexual violence that sends them on 
their way, the violence that marks them out, and 
the violence that still awaits them when they arrive 
in Europe.

A film in which the young Marseille doctor’s 
practice is the nerve center, where old and new 
patients meet. We follow the story of Hira, a young 
Pakistani woman threatened with deportation and 
her despair at not being recognized as the victim 
she is. We also follow Dr Khouani in his mobile 
consultations with migrants who have just arrived 
in France, desperate.

This film presents an original approach to the 
migration issue, focusing on women and the sexual 
violence to which they are systematically exposed.

Women 
Migrants: The 
Double Penalty

SUMMER 2025
52 min - ENG, FR
Producer: SlugNews
Director: Jean-Baptiste Renaud
Commissioner: France 2
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Daytona Beach: The
Craziest City in America

Kumbh Mela: At the Heart of 
the World’s Largest Gathering

Brazil: The Millionaires
of Agribusiness

Nordeste: Brazil’s New
Tourist Eldorado

Alaska: America’s New 
Playground

Puglia: Italy’s Best Kept Secret

For most of the year, Daytona Beach is a quiet US seaside resort. But 
every spring, it becomes this craziest city in America! There is of course 
the famous car race, the most important sporting event after the Super 
Bowl! Then, a few weeks later, the enormous Bike Week, the largest 
concentration of bikers on the planet. Beer, sex and big cylinders. The 
noise of the engines has barely gone away when students arrive from all 
over the country for the annual university cheerleading championship, he 
most spectacular in the world. . In Daytona Beach in the spring, madness 
and extravagance are everywhere.

Never in the history of humanity will so many people have gathered in one 
place. Once every 12 years, more than 300 million people are expected 
for a Hindu pilgrimage of Maha Kumbh Mela. This celebration is held in 
Prayagraj, in the northeast of India, a city of normally only a million and 
a half inhabitants which must transform itself to accommodate these 
hundreds of millions of pilgrims. This films is an immersion in this unique 
gathering in the world, where snake charmers, multimillionaire gurus, 
pilgrims and priest mix on the banks of the Ganges.

Once an arid, hostile land, Brazil’s Central West is now an Eldorado for 
agribusiness.Accounting for a quarter of GDP, this sector has spawned a 
caste of the ultra-rich. Wealthy landowners, previously conservative and 
reluctant to spend, are now discovering a taste for extravagance. In this 
city of one and a half million inhabitants, luxury is omnipresent: a Porsche 
sold every day. Politically, the region is a bastion of the fazendeiros lobby, 
defending the liberalization of arms, the use of pesticides and opposition 
to the protection of the Amazon. A new, powerful and conservative Brazil is 
taking shape. 

The northeast of Brazil has become Brazil’s hottest new destination. Once 
unspoilt, this region has become a tourist Eldorado, attracting customers 
from all over the world. The pearl of the region: Jericoacoara, a former 
fishing port that is now one of the world’s most exclusive seaside resorts, 
popular with kite-surfers - and luxury, where entrepreneurs like Franck 
and Delphine are building top-of-the-range hotels. Meanwhile, eccentric 
millionaire Giorgio Bonelli is investing his fortune in outrageous projects, 
such as a dinosaur park that will eventually be the largest in the world

Alaska is one of the least-known yet most-visited regions in the United 
States. Since the election of Donald Trump, oil companies are rubbing 
their hands as they speed up drilling. In Barrow, in the far north, the Iñupiat 
tribe is delighted with this economic opportunity, and the mayor is doing 
everything in his power to welcome one of the largest oil fields in US 
history. But the Inuit community is divided. In southwest Alaska, Kodiak 
Island is home to the world’s largest carnivore: the Kodiak bear. A dozen 
guides organize tours so that the world’s rich can enjoy the biggest hunting 
trophy North America has to offer.

Long overlooked, Puglia now attracts millions of visitors every summer. 
Wealthy investors are snapping up old abandoned farms. to transform into 
luxury hotels and real estate prices have almost tripled in ten years. For 
the average person, investing in Puglia can quickly become a headache. 
Building permits are difficult to obtain and the very expensive work can 
sometimes take forever. Pino Campanella has created a company that 
helps foreign buyers to realize their projects, At 25, Simone is the king 
of Galippoli, the local Saint-Tropez. He inherited a private beach and a 
nightclub from his father. During the high season, he brings the most 
popular DJs of the moment to his two establishments frequented by the 
golden youth of Puglia and tourists.

52 min - Summer 202552 min - Summer 2025

52 min - Autumn 202552 min - Summer  2025

52 min - Autumn  202552 min - Summer 2025
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Uruguay: Threatened
Paradise

USA: Health for Sale

The Leavers Kibbutz Revadim: The
Broken Dream

Mexico: An Ecological Disaster?Christmas in New York

With its wild plains as far as the eye can see, small fishing villages and 
seaside resorts, Uruguay has long been considered a haven of peace 
in South America. But for the past several years, the country has been 
overwhelmed by drug trafficking, insecurity and increasing violence. In 
an attempt to stem prevent Uruguay from becoming  a transit and storage 
country for drugs, investigators, assisted by special intervention forces, 
are search hundreds of square kilometers in search of traffickers and their 
entire network. We join them and speak to the traffickers and their victims.

The USA has just left the WHO, the Trump administration has announced 
billions of cuts on medical research programs, and the new Secretary 
of Health is a notorious antivax and conspiracy theorist. Right now, it’s 
best not to get sick in America! Particularly as the healthcare system 
here is already largely failing. Medical expenses are the leading cause of 
personal bankruptcy in the USA. Faced with bills sometimes running into 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, patients are reduced to launching online 
fundraising campaigns in the hope of curing their cancer. Some patients 
are forced to travel thousands of kilometers to Canada or Mexico to obtain 
medications that have become unaffordable in the United States. 

Today, almost 1,000 radicalised people are confined in French prisons.   
Getting them out of prison, de-radicalising them and reintegrating them 
into society is a national challenge. In this film, we follow the prison staff 
who work with them on a daily basis trying to deradicalise and rehabilitate 
them. The challenges they face are enormous. Many people feel they 
should never be released but is life imprisonment really an appropriate 
punishment?  By cautiously trying to understand the motivations behind 
their radicalisation, this film aims to help us understand the reality of the 
detention of radicalised prisoners. It also explores the issues and risks 
involved in their release.

The founders of the kibbutz movement dreamed of creating a new type of 
community, living in harmony with land according to socialist, egalitarian 
principles.  Young people from all over the world flocked to join them, 
fascinated by the idea of turning this modern utopia into reality. But as 
times changed, the kibbutz have aged and lost their meaning, slowly 
denying the principles of their creation. Why?  This film gives a voice to the 
last survivors of Revadim and  questions the conscience and memory of 
the pioneers.  

Despite the richness of its biodiversity, Mexico is also the most polluted 
country in the entire American continent. Those who try to protect 
the environment often pay with their lives. Approximately twenty 
environmentalists were assassinated last year. In the Michoacan region, 
drug traffickers have laid antipersonnel mines to prevent residents from 
accessing water meant for avocado growing. Mexico is also investing 
heavily in its most profitable sector, tourism - at a cost to the environment.  
The planned  Maya train project will rip through the Mexican jungle, cause 
an ecological disaster. 9 million trees  will be uprooted and the jungle’s 
biodiversity reserves attacked.

New York has become “the place to be” when it comes to celebrating 
Christmas. 7 million visitors come to enjoy the sights and sounds, and the 
city that never sleeps is by far the most spectacular in the world during 
the festive season. Nearly 30,000 participants dressed up as Santas and 
Mothers, elves, fir trees and reindeer, gather in Time Square on December 
14 for the famous SantaConl. Further afield in Brooklyn, in the residential 
district of Dyker Heights, traditionally discreet residents engage in a frantic 
competition every year to win the coveted title of the “most beautiful and 
most illuminated” house of the year. But the most illuminated and most 
famous tree is, of course, the one at RockeffelerCenter. 50,000 bulbs on 8 
km of garlands!

52 min - Winter 202552 min - Autumn  2025

52 min - Spring 202652 min - Winter 2025

52 min - Spring 202652 min - Autumn 2025
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M E C H A N I X  F I L M   •   Y U Z U  P R O D U C T I O N S   •   A R T E  G . E . I . E .

p r é s e n t e n t

u n  f i l m  d e  H E G E  D E H L I  c o - r é a l i s é  p a r  X AV I E R  H A R E L  é c r i t  p a r  H E G E  D E H L I ,  X AV I E R  H A R E L ,  L A M I A  O U A L A L O U
montage SERGE TURQUIER graphisme et animations LA BRIGADE DU TITRE, JEAN-MICHEL PONZIO, AFIF KHALED image PATRIK SÄFSTRÖM, OLIVIER RAFFET, TALIB RASMUSSEN 
musique originale PEDER KJELLSBY, SJUR MILJETEIG, MALIKA MAKOUF RASMUSSEN design sonore ANNA NILSSON, HÅKON LAMMETUN narration CLAIRE BEAUDOIN

production HEGE DEHLI, FABRICE ESTÈVE © MECHANIX FILM / YUZU PRODUCTIONS / ARTE G.E.I.E. - 2024

I L S  S E  B A T T E N T  P O U R  T A X E R  L E S  M U L T I N A T I O N A L E S

Tax Wars

The Click Trap

Lie to Me

In the past 40 years, multinational corporations have shaken up the global 
economy. They have become immensely wealthy, earning over $3 trillion 
in profits each year. Yet, they pay hardly any taxes. Strangely, governments 
seem powerless in the face of tax evasion, which deprives them of 
hundreds of billions in revenue, while inequalities, poverty, and populism 
are on the rise.  

Finding funds for a fairer and more sustainable society is nevertheless 
possible: all it takes is to put an end to multinational tax evasion. This is the 
preoccupation of a handful of NGOs and international experts...

Programmatic advertising systems are responsible for placing the vast 
majority of digital ads on the web, using sophisticated algorithms to 
automatically match products with potential customers. Only a handful 
of big tech and social media companies control this technology, helping 
sustain their monopoly over this multi-billion dollar industry.

‘The Click Trap’ reveals how this same digital advertising economy is also 
helping to fuel scams, dis- and mis- information and extremist hate online, 
making dodgy and even criminal “content creators” rich in the process. 
Drawing on expert testimony, it investigates what real world impact digital 
advertising is having on our societies and questions whether there’s a safer 
and more ethical way to do business.

Premiering at CPH:DOX and selected at IDFA Best of Fests, this acclaimed 
documentary explores the psychology of manipulation in the crypto-age. 

‘Lie to Me’ is the story of how tech nerd and blockchain expert Bjørn 
Bjercke overturned the OneCoin pyramid scheme, the biggest Crypto 
fraud in history. But more than that, it’s also the story of how and why 
people keep getting scammed. Why people were so ready to believe in 
OneCoin and why, even now, so many refuse it believe it was all a big con. 
What can we learn to spot the red flags?

90 & 52 min - 2024

90 & 52 min - 2024

85 & 54 min - 2024

HIGHLIGHTS
PAST
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Venezuela: Country
of Lost Children

Nenets vs Gas

OnlyFans: The New
Sex Workers

The Body Politic

Gaza: Trapped in HellDissidents

Corruption and mismanagement has turned Venezuela into a failed state. 
Over six million people have fled in recent years. Around one million 
children were left behind by their parents. This remarkable film follows 
two single mothers and their children over several months as they do 
what it takes to survive. In the barrio Santa Rosa de Agua, health care 
has collapsed and children are dying from hunger. Carolina has set up a 
foundation to help feed them. But the barrio is so violent, she’s had to 
send her own daughter, Victoria, to a children’s home. 

In the heart of the Arctic, the Yamal peninsula is the world’s largest gas 
exploitation zone – a symbol of Russia’s energy hyperpower. The discovery 
of massive gas deposits has whetted the appetite of oil corporations 
like Novatek, TOTAL and the Chinese National Petroleum Corp. But the 
Yamal peninsula is also the ancestral home of the nenets, who have been 
pasturing here for over 200 generations. Every year, Vassily and his brigade 
undertake this 1500 kilometre journey. But for how much longer? Can they 
survive this industrialisation?

A dive into the world of new online sex workers. Five young women aged 
between 19 and 28 talk about their daily lives, their relationships with 
friends and family, their clients and online harassment. 

They confide in us about their relationship with their bodies and their 
sexualisation, giving us a unique look into a subject more than ever at the 
heart of this new generation.

Like many areas in the United States, the City of Baltimore has been 
plagued by gun violence. Amid the George Floyd uprising, Brandon Scott, 
a young, black, reform-minded leader, is elected mayor. He grew up here 
during the city’s most troubling years and has lost friends to gun crime. 
He hopes to lower violence rates with a new more supportive approach. 
While previous administrations relied on policing and incarceration, Scott 
stresses the need for prevention and offering alternatives. He wants to give 
people hope.

With unfettered access, cameras follow him and his team of young leaders 
throughout their first year in city hall. 

Since the start of Operation Iron Sword, provoked by Hamas’ attack on 
Israel, conditions in Gaza have become apocalyptic. 

After months of offensive, most of the territory is an uninhabitable field of 
ruins. 1.5 million people are displaced, forced to constantly relocate by the 
advancing Israeli army. The Gazans are blocked by the sea to the west, the 
border with Israel to the north and east, and the border with Egypt to the 
south. Israel has forbidden all international journalists from accessing the 
territory but working with 29-year-old Gazan journalist, Shrouq, we recount 
what is happening.

From harassing relatives back home to disrupting protests and spying on 
critics in other countries, China is one of the most aggressive governments 
in targeting dissidents abroad. We follow three dissidents in America as 
they continue their fight for democracy. 

Combining intimate observational footage, rich archival materials and 
an investigative approach, the film reveals the extent to which Chinese 
repression extends beyond its borders.
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